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ADVERTISEMENT OF THE EDITOR. 


— — 


TAE following very elegant and 
ſpirited addreſs to the French na- 
tion, was lately tranſmitted by LA- 
vaTER to Citizen RRERW BELL, the 
Preſident of the Directory, with 
an accompanying menace, that, i 
he did not receive a ſatisfaftory and 
immediate anſwer, it ſhould be pub- 
liſhed in three different languages. 
REW BELL Condeſcended to reply; 
but the complexion of his anſwer 


may be judged of by the ſubſe- 


quent proceedings of his brother- 


in-law, Citizen RarIN AT, the 
wanton barbarity and injuſtice of 


which 


1 


which far ſurpaſs even the atrocity 
of thoſe which form the proper 


2 objects of this addreſs. 


It ſhould be premiſed here, that 
| the venerable addreſſer has had no 
| ſort of concern in the publication 
| of his forcible “ Appeal,” as he 
calls it, to the great nation, and to 
poſterity: for it deſerves to be re- 
corded in the annals of Liberty, 


that no preſs throughout regenerat- 4 
ed Switzerland would have found UF 


it expedient or ſafe to print /uch 
a defence of rational freedom. 
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H. NEWMAN, I 
No. 11, Ball-alley, Lombard-ſtreet, 3 
London. 


J. C. LAvA TRR, 


TO THE * 
DTREO TOR 


FRENCH REPUBLIC. 


1 —— ͤ — 


LökRTv. Equality, Rights of Man, 
are the ſigns prefixed to all the decrees 
and proclamations of a people which, in 
more reſpects than one, may think itſelf 
entitled to aſſume the epithet of 1 
grand nation. It cannot, therefore, be 
deemed criminal, if I addreſs, to the cele- 
brated parent and guardian of liberty and 
humanity, a few words, at once manly 
and free. 

Many 


— * — es 
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1 
Many of the able and moſt enlight- 


ened heads admire the achievements 
of this people, conſidered as philoſophers, 
politicians, and heroes. What other 
nation, ancient or modern, has perform- 
ed the actions which it has done? 
44444 Who could even believe that practicable 


1 624. ihe C 


Aw G4 which it has effected? He who does not 
1:14, /11.14 +* admire, muſt be ignorant of its deeds, or 
760 e have loſt the faculty of admiration, It 


. iu "yy * 


5 y may, therefore, be juſtly called the great 


4 6 li if 
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ue nation, for it has produced the greateſt, 
4 is Hase and, I will ſtill hope, the moſt beneficial 


„keſults ever produced by man, in any pe- 


1 5 / xiod. of time ! It is an univerſal engine, 
[37> rk by God 1. may ſay, by Fate 
At: 2 EF * —to transform things deemed untrans- 


M troy Lu Zechrmable. 
alle 


e eg. is not ſor me, nor is it within my 
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2 n 75 Prefent p purpoſe, to touch upon the r unac- 
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countable inconſiſtencies and contradic- Jxcenfy ” 


tions, the ; horrid af acts of injuſtice, tyranny, 2 a, 


and cruelty, of which the French nation, 
or rather ſome of its rulers, have rendered 


themſelves guilty, in the courſe of the- 
revolution. But the rights of man, the hoſes Aleve 
rights of citizens, and, I may add, che NN 


rights of paſtors, for my flock ſuffers too, 
compel me to ſay a few words on the 
conduct of the French nation, or of its 
rulers and agents, with reſpect to my 
country. | 


All the inhabitants of Helvetia, not de-- 
ceived by juggling phraſes, calculated to 
deceive all, can entertain but one opinion. 
The terroriſt power, whoſe iron hand 
bends down their necks to the trumpet- 
ſounds of liberty, may ſtifle their voice, yet 
they all entertain but one opinion—that, 
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The French nation, which waged war 


ce 


* 


o 


* 


ful nations, for the profeſſed purpoſe, 
that no foreign power ſhould interfere 
e in ite domeſtic concerns, cannot derive 


* 


the leaſt right either from preponder- 


* ance of power, or ſucceſs in war, to 


interfere in our domeſtic concerns.“ 


It may ſuit the convenience of the great 
a nation that we ſhould form one indiviſible 
Republic; the beſt and wiſeſt Swiſs may 
deem this meaſure highly advantageous for 


Switzerland, the idea was grand and beau- 


— ——— — 


on its being carried into effect; and by 
inſiſting on it in a threatening tone, and 


tyrants. Any other nation might con- 
—_ that it would be highly conducive ta 
the 


* for ſeveral years againſt the moſt power- 
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tiful ; but the French had no right to inſiſt 


with arms in their hands, they acted as 
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the welfare of Europe, to deſtroy all Re- 


L publics, and to rear up Monarchies ori 
; their ruins; hay, to ſubject all the domi- 
5 nions of the globe to ohe ſupreme chief. 
J. Well then — Fiat! —I hold the power to 
3 crucify and to releaſe, 


There is a law, imprinted in the breaſt | | e ot 


do unto thee.” No power on earth 4, 1,.,; w, 


4 2 5 
1 of man, as old as the univerſe, as ſacred as 1 /+1 
Ty | 3 . | | 

humanity—* Do thou not unto others 7 > 72 
4 1 a 2 
« what thou art unwilling others ſhould / 
x Q , 


can annihilate this law. Power does not 

conſtitute right. A hundred thouſand: el, ee 
armed men carinot convince the under- 2 5 Is 2 
ſtanding, that a thing unjuſt is juſt. . 

France had no right, but the tyrant's | {8 7 "TY 
right of ſuperior force, to penetrate into 0 e, 
Helvetia, for the pretended purpoſe of / / | 
ſubverting ariſtocracy. The ſubverſion © 
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of ariſtocracy might indeed have proved 
highly beneficial, might have met the 
ardent wiſhes of many noble. minded 
Swils ; ; but is the highwayman, who 
murders my oppreſſor, no highwayman ? 
Frenchmen, ye came into Switzerland as 
robbers, as tyrants ; ye waged war againſt 
a country which never offended you. If 
there exiſted individuals who had offended 
you (I know not whether there were any), 
you ſhould have proved the offence, and 
obtained redreſs. But without the moſt 
palpable injuſtice, you could not de- 
mand redreſs from a nation which never 
gave you the leaſt offence. 


From the conquered cities, eſpecially 
from Berne, you carried off, as robbers, 
treaſures which did not pertain to you. 
This was a robbery committed on all 
| Helvetia ; 


3 
Helvetia; on that Helvetia which you 
judged fit to form into one indiviſible 
Republic, whoſe treaſures you thought 
proper to conſolidate into one national 
treaſury. You robbed Helvetia of a con- 
ſiderable part of her ſtrength, you deli- 


vered her from the means to preſerve and | 
aſſert her liberty. 


You talked of nothing but liberty, but 
every one of your actions ſtrove to enſlave 
us. Canyoudenyit? All your words were 
orders; all your counſels were the man- 

dates of a deſpot. We were never thus 
' commanded, when, according to your falſe 
aſſertion, we were ſlaves ; ſuch blind, im- 
plicit obedience, was never demanded from 
us, as is now exerciſed, when, by your 
aſſertion, we are free. 


The 


| r 


4 n The conſtitution which you forced 


1 Hui, upon us, appears to me (a few ſoleciſms, 
fi Ja ariſing oy the ignorance of our ſituation 
7 2 A excepted) a A maſter- piece of human wil 


. 
1 * dom, a monument of profound policy. In 
„ pv 6 2 opinion, nothing more ſublime can be 
_— ES 
7 1. Reviſed for civilized men. I admire this 


conſtitution, but deteſt the means by 
which its acceptance was demanded, ex- 


a ated, extorted. This is unworthy of 
Sf * — ente 4 "ay 
«SR thee, great nation: this is a groſs con- T7 
Mes ps 1 I 
2 tradiction of the principles thou haſt 4 


hitherto profeſſed. Liberty in front of 
every decree; and on the fame page— 4 
« The general in chief commands, as fol- 
% lows, under ſuch and ſuch penalties.” 
Great nation, thou muſt thyſelf admit the 
juſtice of my deteſtation. Ten thouſand 
of hte moſt loyal ſons mult ſay, and actual- 
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ly ſay, within our hearing, © Switzerland ien 
“treated in an infamous manner.” 


« Infamous ! a dreadful word on the 
lips of a civilized man; and yet it falls 
ſhort of fully expreſſing the treatment 
which it is deſigned to expreſs. I know 
not what ſhould prevent me from calling 
a treatment ſo unlawful, ſo inhuman, ſo 
deſpotic, by its true name. Infamous is 
the mildeſt term I can find. How would 
you call it, Frenchmen, if we, being the 
ſtronger, and ye the weaker power, had 
treated you in this manner ? Your elo- 
quence would, no doubt, have furniſhed 
you with a more energetic, a more im- 
preſſive, term. 


Frenchmen, great nation, matchle ſe 


people, 
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1 
people, you feel it; for who is endowed 


with nicer feelings than you are? We 
| wretched Swiſs would not have been in 
our preſent ſtate, had our country been 
ll. bold enough to ſpeak ſooner the 
los, 2 full, round language of Truth before 
ue all Europe; you would not have dared 

E Fi Joreo treat an old ally ſo treacherouſly as 
2 Aro auen you have done; you would not have 
* 4 225 i ; is * allowed yourſelves ſo wantonly to proſti- 
| Pe” 4 the ſacred name LIBERTY. If re- 

, /; gion, - if virtue, if juſtice, had not 

been able to -reſtrain you: ambition 


of would have checked your boldneſs. 


2 3 ö 


Vet, God knows, this is not the only 

A | cate, which preſſes upon the conſcience 
of your rulers. When in open violation 
7e of the law of nations, without any formal, 
ebicce he juſt declaration of war, the French troops, 

| WE rover rant | taking 
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( 37 
taking advantage of their ſuperiority of , = 


ſtrength, and our diſcord, which, it | 


. 


: 
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would ſeem, was purpoſely excited by 
ſome evil- minded ruler of the French 
Republic, had ſubdued, pillaged, de- 
vaſtated Berne, F ribourg, and Soleure ; 
what did the great nation, or rather, 


what did her ungreat agents? They ad- 
vanced againſt our friendly canton f 
Zurich, and exacted the acceptance of | 
their conſtitution in a violent, peremp- 


tory tone, in the language of robbers 


blood or money—acceptance or war. 
Silent, for the ſake of peace, we accepted 


the conſtitution with unanimity ; ſince 
unanimouſly, and without the leaſt op- 
poſition, we had already democratized 
our ſtate, Now we thought we had 
done every thing which could be deſired; | 
notwithſtanding the arbitrary compulſioan‚n 
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s) 
on the part of France, we were ſincere 
in the acceptance of the conſtitution, 
though it was ſuſpected we were not. 
But tranſactions the moſt unjuſt, proceed- 
ings the moſt treacherous, ſoon followed 
the firſt outrage. A few days after the 
conſtitution had been proclaimed and ac- 


cepted, they took the liberty of ſubſti- . 


tuting in its ſtead, without conſulting 
any man's opinion, without reading a line, 
or mentioning a ſyllable, to the people, 
juſt declared ſovereign and free, another 
conſtitution, framed previouſly to the for- 
mer, and far leſs adapted to our ſtate. 
We enjoyed the liberty of being forced to 
ſubmit to this abſurd, arbitrary ſubſtitu- 
tion, but thought that every thing had now 
been done on our part to convince the 
greet, the matchleſi nation of our bound- 
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We were promiſed, at leaſt verbally, 
by the agents of the great nation, that 
no French troops ſhould enter our can- 
ton, that not a ſou ſhould be demanded 
from us. Yet the very reverſe happened. 
They had the impudence to exact from 
us three millions of livres. They had 
the cruelty to march troops into our can- 
ton, without the leaſt previous applica- 
tion, to exhauſt our poor innocent coun- 


try. In other words, they forced upon 


us the liberty of ſuffering ourſelves to be 


ftripped of all rational freedom. 


All this they did under the ſpeci- 
ous pretext of ſubverting and puniſhing 
an ariſtocracy, which was no more, and 
which, at leaſt among us fay it openly, 
unmindful of the detractions of calumny 


made no longer the leaſt ſtir ; beſides, | 
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2 who veſted in France the right of punĩſfr- 
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ing foreign fins—foreign virtues? The 
whole burthen of theſe three millions was 
at firft laid on the members of the ancient 
government. They alone were to pay, not 


one of whom ever fattened upon the toils 


of his countrymen, nor enriched himſelf 
with the fpoils of the peaſant ; to not one 
ef whom ever attached the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of oligarchy and tyranny, one ſingle caſe 


excepted, nearly extorted by imperious 


circumſtances and ancient law-forms, 


atoned for long fince, and from which 


they did not reap the leaſt private advan- 


tage ; men, who, under the ancient re- 
gimen, were ſubjected themſelves to ſe- 
vere laws, and obliged to ſwear twice a 
year not to a future, but a fubſiſting, 
conſtitution ! To judge them by the pre- 

* lent 
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by ſucceſs in war, and, in their own opi- 
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ſent form, would be the climax of knits > Grow 


EP and — 


Three millions —and for what? To 
exact one livre, would be injuſtice; to 
exact millions, is millionfold: injuſtice. 
It is the demand, not of a civilized nation, 
but—I know of no other appropriate ex- 
preſſion— the demand of a band of rob- 
bers, ill organized, grown overbearing 


nion, entitled to whatever they chuſe to 
claim. We waged no wat againſt that 


nation; in obedience to the laws of our 


confederacy, we fent a few troops to the 
frontiers, as we had done during the 
whole courſe of the war; we did, what 
we could not leave undone, without 
rendering ourſelves guilty of perfidy to- 
wards our confederates. If the nation 

ſtill 


| ( 22 ) 


4 | ill poſſeſſes the leaſt ſenſe of juſtice and 
0 A | virtue, it r reverence us for what 
* | ) 7 0 we did. He, who i is loyal himſelf, vene- 
1 _— rates loyalty in every ſhape and form; 
Eur . venerates it in a foe, and much more in 
| <p wr who. never was a foe. But this 
7 n 7#{1»- band of robbers—does it conſiſt of ſeven 
or three, of five or two? I know not; 
but ſurely it does not conſiſt of twenty- 
five millions this band of robbers ex- 
1 added from the unoligarchic and happily- 
„„ governed Zurich, which readily accepted 
| Cx . ee. | „ 
a conſtitution, that was deemed better 
* 
WE gence to a nation, At Rad na. right to 
en- millions! 1! 
4 257 5 millions, not to be paid by che 
| 7 eine WY, at large, but O horrid injuſtice ! 
5 4 beſt the moſt worthy men, 
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who were not known to the French, but 

through the atrocious reports of foul and 

lacking calummiators; men, who, nz 
h tried and uninterrögated, Were claifed 
1 with bligarchic patricians. Such they 
never were; for Who does not know, 
that our former governors were choſen 
from among all claſſes of citizens, and 
chiefly by the citizens thethſelves ? 


Three millions ! ! from two hundred 
burghers of a ſmall town, while the 
two thouſand fix hundred burghers, 
of whom it conſiſts, would not be able 
to raiſe that ſum. And if, as rumour 
fays, this ſum is now to be paid by the 
two thouſand ſix hundred burghers, ſinee 
all are accomplices in the capital crime 
> being _ for public ſtations, 
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which crime the great nation is deſtined 
to avenge—if all are now to pay, is the 
demand more juſt by being thus gene- 
ralized ? And if it were juſt, the firſt 
fifth (fellow citizens, why were you 
weak enough to pay a ſou ?) could ſcarce 
be raiſed by ranſacking all the plate, 
medals, &c. | 

Great nation, if any ſenſe of ſhame 
and humanity remains in thy boſom, 
bluſh, and fay—*< I was miſguided, miſ- 
« informed ; I bluſh with ſhame—not 
* one ſou more—all, all ſhall be returned 
e that has been extorted ; ammunition, 


« forage, whatever has been received, 
« ſhall be readily and punctually paid 
« for. Europe muſt curſe me, poſterity 
< muſt condemn me. Far be it from 
* me to act as a band of robbers. Far 
15 IH from 


( 25 ) 
« from me, the ſhameleſs hypocriſy, to 
« ſtyle myſelf the friend of Zurich, and 
* tb be the blood-ſucker of Zurich.” 


And yet this is not all. He, who has 
wronged, will wrong more; he, who 
ſteps beyond a certain limit of vice, ſtops 
not in the career of crimes: Sin is 7 
puniſhed by ſin, crime by crime. Great 


had the matchleſs impudence, relying on 
your ſupetiority in arms, by vaunting me- 
nates,” to force your conſtitution upon 
the free, democratic cantons cantons, 
which, centuries before France thought 
of democracy, were more democratic than 
your coloflal Republic can ever be you 
proſtituted yourſelves, plunged yourſelves 
ſo deeply in infamy, as to fall on theſe 
harmleſs, happy tribes of herdſmen, as 


D wolves 


nating Agents of the mutchleſs pope, you © © 


(#Y:. 
wolves on a flock of ſheep, to rob them 


of their golden freedom, and murderouſly 
to force upon them your liberty in falſe 


-aſhgnats. Never can you find an excuſe 


for this ſavage atrocity; you, who are 


never at a loſs for an ingenious turn, to 


throw the deluſive cloak of virtue around 
the horrors of tyranny, and ſtamp the 


moſt enormous deſpotiſm with the name 
of freedom. Never can you find an 


excuſe for this ſavage atrocity, which 


| brands with perpetual infamy your revo- 


| lution—your directors, if they ordered 


it —your generals, if they committed it 


unordered— your nation, if it grants no 


. —— 
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redreſs, -How will you dare to appear 


yet among men? To lift up your eyes, 
and open your lips, to pronounce the 


 word—Liberty. 


The 


1 

The gallant heroes, alone, yet worthy 
of the name of Swiſs, whom you belied 
to your innocent ſoldiers as rebels, you 
fancied you could ſwallow up, as a grain 
of ſalt. The noble Swiſs—my heart 
bleeds yet, that we did not ſuccour them, 
that we—oh ! indelible diſgrace to our 
canton !—ſupplied the barbarians with 
cannon and ammunition againſt our noble 
brethren. The magnanimous Swiſs 
fought as their forefathers fought, at- 
tended their cattle at the dawn of morn, 
and took up arms in their defence. And 
what defence was ever more juſt ? They 
fought as heroes ever fought, fell as loyal 
Swiſs, and remained unconquered by the 
all-conquering French. Thouſands fell 
on both fides—as friends of liberty, the 
Swiſs ; as aſſaſſins of liberty, the French 
What atonement to the country of theſe 


D 2 noble 
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noble. heroes, and to the widows and 


orphans of theſe patriotic Swiſs, can re- 


pPentance, or ſhame, juſtice, Or magnani- 


mity, ever deviſe, for theſe dreadful acts of 
injuſtice? What remuneration can ever 
atone for theſe infamous deeds of wanton 


tyranny ? 


Frenchmen, weeping, I caſt a veil 
over many unjuſt proceedings, over the 
ferocious deſpotiſm exerciſed by men, 
who call themſelves your agents; over 
many robberies and murders, committed 
in our peaceful country, on harmleſs, de- 
ſenceleſs men; over many, many unjuſt 


proceedin gs. 


French nation, do not call thyſelf 44 
grande nation. —Colo{lal greatneſs is not 


true greatneſs. Three hundred millions 
of 


629) 
of Chineſe would appear to you ex- 


tremely ridioulous, if, contraſted with 


you, they ſhould call themſelves the grrut 
nation., Call thyſelf the, pettieſt of all 
nations, or ſubmit to be called ſo by all 
nations; great and petty, unleſs thou doſt 
exhauſt all thy inexhauſtible reſources to 
redreſs what yet may be redreſſed. 


French nation, in all thy writings thou 
ſpeakeſt of liberty, which protects life, 
honour, property, loyalty, innocence ; 
and this liberty alone deſerves that name. 
The liberty to- menace,. to oppreſs, to 
pillage, to hurl deſtruction, is the liber- 
ty of another great nation—of the nation 
of devuils.— All bleſſings on him, who 
produces the former! throughout the 
univerſe he ſhall not find a more intrepid 


defender 


— _ 


—̃ — 


defender than the writer of theſe few 


( 30 ) 


lines, the author of this appeal to the 


great nation, and to poſterity, who, God 


knows, of all earthly bleſſings, craves 
none ſo earneſtly as true liberty and equa- 
lity. Ten thouſand curſes on him, who 
diffuſes the latter ; throughout the uni- 
verſe he ſhall not find a more intrepid 
enemy than myſelf. Open thy eyes, 
great nation, and deliver us from this 
LIBERTY OF HELL! 


To conclude : Do not, great nation, 
incur the contempt of all future ages; 


filence theſe crying acts of injuſtice, by 


virtuous atonements. Be not the ſcourge 
of nations, the tyrant of humanity, the 
oppreſſor of freemen, the bloodſucker of 
Zurich. Be, what thou wouldſt ap- 


pours 


{ 


Q 


GE 5 
pear, our friend, our benefactor, and de- 
ſerve to rule our hearts. 


J. C. LAVATER, Rector, 


Zurich, the toth of May, 1798. 
Firſt Year of Helvetic Slavery. 
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